The Youth Leader’s Resource for Fun Patches and other great things!

GROW YOUR
OWN CRYSTALS!

What you will need

O Blown-out eggshell

O Alum Powder

O White Glue

O Small Paintbrush

O Plastic or glass container
O Drying rack or newspaper

O Glue Stick

O Egg Dye (optional)
O Hot Water

O Craft stick or spoon
O Latex gloves

Let’s get creative

Start by blowing out a large white chicken egg and splitting it in
half, lengthwise. The egg can be cracked by striking it against a
surface or cut with a small pair of scissors. Make sure the inside
of the eggshell is clean and dry.

With a small paintbrush, apply white glue to the inside and cracked
edges of each half of the eggshell and sprinkle with alum powder
until completely coated. Set eggshell halves aside to dry overnight.

The next day, prepare your growing solution in a glass or plastic
container by using a craft stick or spoon to mix 2 cups of very
hot water (almost boiling) with an entire packet of powdered
egg dye. Be sure to wear latex gloves to protect your hands
from the dye. Tip: Liquid food coloring can also be

used to dye the geode -- 30 to 40 drops will adequately

saturate the solution.

Add 3/4 cup of alum powder to the hot dye bath and stir until
completely dissolved. If there are remaining crystals in the bottom
of the container, place the solution in the microwave for a few
minutes to dissolve them. This will prevent alum from being
drawn away from the geode.

Once the alum is completely dissolved, let the solution cool slightly
(for about 30 minutes) and then submerge one of the dried,
alum-coated eggshells in the growing solution, allowing it to rest on
the bottom of the container with the inside of the shell facing up.

Set the container aside in a safe place overnight to allow the crystals
to grow undisturbed. The longer the eggshell is in the solution,

the larger the crystals in the geode will be. Twelve to 15 hours will
usually result in a perfect geode.

The next day, remove the geode from the growing solution very
carefully (as wet crystals are quite fragile), being sure to wear

latex gloves to prevent the dye from staining your hands.

If you are not satisfied with the size of your geode crystals,

return the geode to the growing solution and wait a day or two.

As water evaporates from the solution, more alum will be deposited
in your geode, increasing the size of the crystals.

Place your geode on a drying rack or newspaper and allow to dry
completely before handling.

To grow a second geode in the other half of the eggshell,
simply re-dissolve the crystals remaining at the bottom of the
growing solution in the microwave and follow the instructions
above starting at step 5.

Visit our website for more fun designs and ideas!
www.snappylogos.com




